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Meeting's Progress 

Q. How is it going, Mr. President? 

The President. It's interesting. I mean, I don't know if it's interesting watching it on TV, 
but it's interesting being part of it. 

Q. Are you making progress? 

Q. How is the progress? 

The President. I think we're establishing that there are actually some areas of real 
agreement, and we're starting to focus on what the real disagreements are. If you look at the 
issue of how much Government should be involved, the argument that Republicans are making 
really isn't that this is a Government takeover of health care, but rather that we're insuring 
the—or we're regulating the insurance market too much. And that's a legitimate philosophical 
disagreement. We'll hopefully be able to explore it a little more in the afternoon. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 12:55 p.m. in front of the Blair House. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of these remarks. 
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